
 

 

 

Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God. 
 

Hebrews 13:16 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
  
This year’s Stewardship slogan is “Do What Pleases God.” As you prayerfully 
consider your pledge this year, we invite you to meditate on this year’s slo-
gan.  Does my Stewardship of time, talent and treasure please God?  Does it 
reflect the best possible use of what God has given to me?  Does it reflect grati-
tude for His gifts?  And most importantly, does my offering reflect joy that I 
am a Christian? 
  
There are so many things we are doing in this community that surely must 
please God.  Our church is full to overflowing with people 
each Sunday.  There is a record number of children in Sunday School and 
serving in the altar.  There is a large choir, a dedicated Community Outreach 
program, our GOYA is larger than ever, six small group bible studies, 
Philoptochos, Young at Heart (seniors), adult retreats and so much more.  
  
Our Stewardship, both in numbers of stewards and in amount pledged, is also 
at an all-time high. There is still a ways to go.  What if our community could 
do MORE in the way of charitable giving and community outreach?  What 
about additional retreats and programs for all ages?  What about fixing a 
beautiful but aging sanctuary, as well as our other buildings?  What about 
paying off a long standing mortgage, thus securing a more stable financial 
future for ourselves and our children?  
  
We read in the Epistle of St. James that “every good and perfect gift is from 
Above.”  (1:17) Everything good begins with God, including ALL of our mate-
rial possessions that we value.  And it’s ultimately going to end with us being 
judged by Him for what we did with what He gave us.  The Biblical standard 
of giving is 10%.  That is not only the ideal, it is a commandment called a 
tithe.  This is the goal that each of us should aspire to, and to do so with 
joy.  Since most of us are not able to just go from where we are to 10%  in one 
year, consider starting at the level of 3% of your gross income, and then work-
ing up a percentage each year until the ideal is reached.  All of the above goals 
are within reach if every steward gave even 3% of their income towards stew-
ardship.  
  
Our stewardship committee has decided not to focus on a numerical goal for 
our stewardship campaign.  Our offering of stewardship is not toward a 
goal.  Nor is it toward an average, compared to what others are doing.  Your 
stewardship is a commitment to Christ.  It is a pledge to Him.  It is a reflection 
of your faith and hope in Him.  It is a preparation for your accounting before 
Him. We are encouraging everyone to offer  a percentage of what you have 
been blessed with.  We need to each work up to a joyful giving of 10% of our 
income to the church.  Starting off at 3% or more will certainly be a chal-
lenge.  Please prayerfully and joyfully consider offering your time, your talent, 
and your financial pledge for 2017 to support our many diverse minis-
tries.  Thank you for your support of God’s Church of St. John the Baptist in 
Tampa. 
  
With love in the Lord, 
+Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis, Proistamenos 



 

 

To fund Parish ministries 100% through  

stewardship contributions.  
  

This will eliminate dependence on the Greek Festival revenue and 
other major fundraisers to meet operating needs. Funds raised 
from these events may then be used for the reduction and ultimate 
elimination of our mortgage, upgrades to our Parish facility,  and 
philanthropic efforts. 

Our Stewardship Goal 

 

 

 Mission Statement:  
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 

is dedicated to spreading the  
Gospel of Jesus Christ as the one, holy,  

catholic, and apostolic church.  

 
Vision:  
The church shall seek to fulfill its mission by:  
 Embracing the Spiritual Life of the Orthodox Church through regular 

prayer, worship, and frequent participation in the sacraments.  
 Supporting the Church through Stewardship by joyfully and sacrifi-

cially giving of time, talent and treasure.  

 Providing a welcoming, caring loving environment  
 Having its members exemplify Orthodox Christian character and 

morals.  
 Supporting ministries that facilitate the overall mission of the Church.  
 Exemplifying commitment to community service and charitable out-

reach.  
 Creating an environment which encourages members to grow in their 

faith.  

Parish Mission & Vision 



 

    

Parish Stewardship refers to the fiscal practice of assuring that current 
spending programs are affordable and sustainable over time. It also 
refers, in an organizational context, to the responsibility to properly 
utilize and develop resources, including people, property and financial 
assets. 
 
On a Parish level, Stewardship: 
 Enables the ministries of the Church 
 Molds our community into the Body of Christ 
 Fulfills our Parish’s vision 
 Promotes Christ’s Great Commission 

In order to carry out the various ministries that are integral to 
our Parish mission, certain costs must be incurred.  These 2017 
budgeted amounts reflect actual operating expenses.   

 

Office/Church Supplies     $45,200  

Archdiocese/Metropolis Obligations    $95,604  

Buildings and Maintenance                 $188,500  

Salaries and Benefits                $320,464 

Ministries                  $13,500  

Charitable Contributions                  $12,000  

Other                  $15,500  

TOTAL                $690,818 

Cost per month $57,568 

Cost per week $13,285  

Cost per day $1,982  

Parish Needs 

Parish Stewardship 



 

    

Local Ministries: 
 Liturgical Services and Sacraments 

 Music Ministry: Choir, Chanters 

 Sunday School 

 Adult Catechism: Bible Study,  

Small Groups, Orthodoxy 101,  

    Parish  Retreats 

 Parish Bookstore 

 Youth Ministry: GOYA, JOY/HOPE, 

Altar Boys, Junior Olympics 

 Young Adult Ministry 

 Cultural & Social Programs 

 Young at Heart 

Church Communications:  
Publications, Website, mailings,  

Live broadcast of services 

 

Outreach Ministries:  
Philoptochos, Community Outreach, 

Committee for Visitation of the Sick, 

Food Pantry, Welcoming Committee, Or-

thodox Christian Fellowship (College 

Ministry) 
 

National Ministries: 
 Archdiocese & Metropolis ministries 

 Hellenic College/Holy Cross Seminary 

 

Parish Support: 
 Personnel 

 Utilities, grounds & maintenance 

 Facility repairs 

What Stewardship Supports 



 

    

Personal Stewardship refers to an individual’s 
responsibility for taking care of another per-
son’s property or financial affairs.  Steward-
ship is a way of life for Orthodox Christians 
through which we each offer to God our: 
 
 
 

 Time  
in worship, services, and activities 

 

 Talents  
as individuals, as families, or in community 

 

 Treasure  
as accountable use of the blessings He 

 bestows on us 
 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of Becoming a Steward: 
 It will strengthen your faith and commit-

ment to Christ. 

 Recognizes His presence in your lives. 

 Offers you a Christ-centered lifestyle. 

 Provides “a good defense before the judge-

ment seat of Christ.” 

 Attend all regular and special Parish As-

semblies, take part in discussions and vote. 

 Ability to be nominated for Parish Council 

 Become a Member in Good Standing which 

is needed to become a Sponsor in Sacra-

ments in all Orthodox Churches. 

 There are no church fees for sacrament re-

quests.* 
 

 

*You must be a Steward before sacrament request is made. 

Personal Stewardship 



 

 

 

The Old Testament laid down a standard of tithing 10% of one's 
income. This provides us with the principle that giving should 
be a percentage of our income. In the New Testament, St. Paul 
instructed the believers, “So let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver."  
2 Corinthians 9:7 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Income 3% 4% 5% 10% 

$20,000  $600  $800 $1,000  $2,000  

$25,000  $750  $1000 $1,250  $2,500  

$30,000  $900  $1,200 $1,500  $3,000  

$35,000  $1,050  $1,400 $1,750  $3,500  

$40,000  $1,200  $1,600 $2,000  $4,000  

$45,000  $1,350  $1,800 $2,250  $4,500  

$50,000  $1,500  $2,000 $2,500  $5,000  

$55,000  $1,650  $2,200 $2,750  $5,500  

$60,000  $1,800  $2,400 $3,000  $6,000  

$65,000  $1,950  $2,600 $3,250  $6,500  

$70,000  $2,100  $2,800 $3,500  $7,000  

$75,000  $2,250  $3,000 $3,750  $7,500  

$80,000  $2,400  $3,200 $4,000  $8,000  

$85,000  $2,550  $3,400 $4,250  $8,500  

$90,000  $2,700  $3,600 $4,500  $9,000  

$95,000  $2,850  $3,800 $4,750  $9,500  

$100,000  $3,000  $4,000 $5,000  $10,000  

$125,000  $3,750  $5,000 $6,250  $12,500  

$150,000  $4,500  $6,000 $7,500  $15,000  

$175,000  $5,250  $7,000 $8,750  $17,500  

$200,000  $6,000  $8,000 $10,000  $20,000  

Proportional Giving 



 

    

To complete your Pledge Form you can do one of the following:  
 

 Fill out both sides of the enclosed Pledge Form and mail it 
back to the Church office. 

 Go to www.greekorthodoxchurchtampa.com and fill out an 
Online Pledge Form. 

 

Stewardship contributions can be made via cash, personal check 
or credit card online.  Contributions are typically made in either 
weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annual installments. 
 
 

Checks should be made out to: 
 

Saint John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
2418 W. Swann Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33609 
Memo Line: Stewardship 2017 

 
 

 Consider becoming a member of the St. John Legacy Society 
by leaving eternal stewardship to the church through an estate 
gift.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact the office at 813-876-
8830 or any member of the Stewardship Committee. 

One Last Word… 
Do you believe in the message of salvation given by our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 
 
Will you consider increasing your investment of time, talent 
and treasure in the church to ensure THIS message is spread 
to all? 

My Stewardship Pledge 

Do What Pleases God! 


